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Statement on Senate Action Confirming Joycelyn Elders as

Surgeon General
September 7, 1993

I am extremely pleased and gratified by the
Senate’s action today in confirming Dr. Joycelyn
Elders as the Nation’s next Surgeon General.
Dr. Elders has consistently demonstrated a high
level of intellect, courage, and wisdom in dealing
with the wide range of health and social prob-
lems facing our country. Her dedication to im-
proving the lives of all Americans, especially the
children of America, won her the strong backing

of a bipartisan majority of the Senate. I look
forward to working with her in confronting the
pressing issues facing the public health of our
Nation.

I am especially grateful to Senator Kennedy
for his steady leadership during the Labor and
Human Resources Committee’s consideration of
Dr. Elders’ nomination. Senator Kennedy’s dedi-
cation to this nominee was extraordinary.

Statement by the Press Secretary on the President’s Telephone
Conversation With President Boris Yeltsin of Russia

September 7, 1993

President Clinton spoke by phone today with
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia for about 40
minutes to discuss several bilateral and foreign
policy issues.

President Clinton reiterated strong U.S. sup-
port for Russian political and market reform and
the work of President Yeltsin and the Russian
Government to keep those reforms on track.
They discussed the status of existing and pro-
spective U.S. assistance for the reform process.

The President agreed that last week’s meeting
in Washington of the Joint Commission on En-
ergy and Space, led by Vice President Gore
and Russian Prime Minister Chernomyrdin, was
a great success. They also agreed on the need
for further progress, particularly on a number
of U.S. private sector energy investment
projects.

Turning to the Middle East, the Presidents
welcomed the historic progress in negotiations

between Israel and the PLO in recent weeks
and pledged to work together to promote peace
in the Middle East region.

On other foreign policy issues, President
Yeltsin briefed the President on his recent trip
to Ukraine. President Clinton welcomed the
progress achieved by President Yeltsin and
President Kravchuk, particularly regarding the
nuclear weapons now deployed in Ukraine. The
President affirmed U.S. interest in working with
both parties to assist in the resolution of out-
standing issues.

The President congratulated President Yeltsin
on the withdrawal of Russian forces from Lith-
uania last week and reaffirmed U.S. support for
a rapid and complete withdrawal of forces from
Latvia and Estonia. The two leaders also dis-
cussed their support for the ongoing effort to
promote peace in Bosnia.

Statement by the Press Secretary on the President’s Telephone
Conversation With Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany

September 7, 1993

President Clinton spoke by phone today with
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany for about
40 minutes.
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The two leaders discussed a number of bilat-
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